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Arizona State University-University of Sarajevo Educational Partnership

Introduction: Arizona State University’s Russian and East European Studies Center (REESC) is currently administering a three-year educational partnership between Arizona State University (ASU) and the University of Sarajevo (UNSA) in the field of comparative religious studies. The goal of the linkage is to encourage mutual academic exchange and curricular development in religious studies.  Launched with a symposium in Sarajevo in March 2005, the educational partnership will continue in 2005-06 with development of a master’s degree offering in comparative religious studies at the University of Sarajevo Center for Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Studies (CIPS).  In preparation for the launching of that program in the fall of 2006, the project will provide support for seven academic semester-in-residence fellows from Bosnia and Hercegovina (BH) to work with American colleagues in the field of religious studies in the Arizona State University Department of Religious Studies and the ASU Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict. The semester-in-residence program will be for the purpose of developing curricular materials relevant for course instruction in the new master’s degree program at CIPS (University of Sarajevo).  This form is for the purpose of generating applications for the spring 2006 semester-in-residence program at Arizona State University. Following the initial semester-in-residence program, ASU professors in religious studies will participate during the 2006-07 academic year in reciprocal team-taught seminars at CIPS.  This educational partnership is supported in part by a grant from the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.

What are the dates? The overall linkage program is funded through December 2007.  Participants from BH will be selected in November 2005 for academic residence at ASU in the spring 2006 semester (approximately four months duration). See additional details below under “deadlines.”

Who is eligible to apply for the semester-in-residence program at ASU?  The goal of the project is to develop curriculum in comparative religious studies relevant to the needs of the University of Sarajevo and the Center for Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Studies. All BH professors, assistants, and other postgraduates who are prepared to assume responsibility for instruction in comparative religious studies in the new CIPS degree program are eligible to apply for the semester-in-residence.  Because the CIPS program in comparative religious studies will be training students at the post-diploma level, all applicants will be expected to have completed the master’s degree or its equivalent prior to the semester-in-residence beginning January 2006. Since BH faculty will be attending classes and seminars while in residence at ASU, English language skills sufficient to participate in university courses and seminars will be required.  As part of the ASU commitment to diversity, it is university policy to provide equal opportunity in educational programs and activities. Discrimination is prohibited on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, age, or disability.
Deadlines:  Completed applications should be submitted by e-mail attachment to the following addresses no later than October 1, 2005:

Taida Begic, Assistant Director
David Brokaw, Assistant Director
CIPS, University of Sarajevo
ASU Russian & East European Studies Center   taida@cps.edu.ba


david.brokaw@asu.edu
Fax: 387-33-668-687

Fax: 1-480-965-1700

The anticipated schedule for reviewing applications for the fall 2005 semester is as follows:

November 1, 2005


completed applications must be received by this date


November 7/8, 2005


approximate date for interviews with finalists

November 8, 2005


approximate date for notification of spring 2006 nominees


November 9, 2005 


pre-departure orientation for spring 2006 participants


January 7 – May 7, 2006


approximate dates for semester residence at ASU

What will participants do while at ASU?  Program requirements are found at the end of this application form.  

Costs:  All participant expenses, including airfare, visas, housing, utility costs, and emergency health insurance will be provided.  In addition, cost of living support for meals and incidental expenses (approximately $900/month) will be provided by the ASU Russian and East European Studies Center under terms of the U.S. State Department grant. Participants will also be provided with an allowance for purchase of textbooks and supplies needed for participation in ASU classes and for development of courses to be taught upon return to BH. Funds are not available to cover the costs of dependents of exchange participants.
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Application for ASU-BH Linkage Program

Spring 2006 Semester

Note: 
Please complete this form and all attachments in English, and e-mail the completed form electronically to the addresses noted above.  A signed original copy of the application will be required at the time of the interview. 

Personal Information

Name (FAMILY, first):
__________________________________________________________

Home Address:

__________________________________________________________

Home and/or Cell Phone:__________________________________________________________

Work Address:

__________________________________________________________

Work Phone:

__________________________________________________________

Fax:


__________________________________________________________   

E-mail address:

__________________________________________________________

Current position:
 _________________________________________________________

My field of specialization is: ______________________________________________________

Language and Computer Skills  

English (oral):



English (written):
___ elementary



___ elementary

___ intermediate


___ intermediate

___ advanced



___ advanced

Computer Skills (Please indicate on each line whether your skill level is “none,” “elementary,” “intermediate,” or “advanced”):

e-mail:
________________________________

Windows 95/98 __________________

word processing: ________________________

Windows NT/2000 _______________

spreadsheets: ___________________________

Mac OS ________________________

databases: ______________________________

Photo/graphics software

power point: ____________________________


_________________________

statistical software: _______________________

web page development: ___________________

other: __________________________________

Prior U.S. Travel   (List below any prior U.S. travels, including date and purpose of travel.)

Required attachments that must be submitted with the application:

1. A brief resume or curriculum vitae to this application. Your resume should include the degrees you have earned, your employment experience, your publications, other research, and your prior travel abroad (exclusive of U.S. travel noted above).   

2. A statement of your research interests (one paragraph).  

3. A listing of the two courses in the field of religious studies for which you would be interested in developing professional syllabi while at ASU. (You will attend relevant classes and develop syllabi for two courses while in residence at ASU.)  Please see the Website of the ASU Department of Religious Studies (http://www.asu.edu/clas/religious_studies/index.html) for the list of course offerings in the field of religious studies.  

4. A brief one-page typed statement responding to the following questions:  a) Why are you interested in participating in this exchange?  b) What goals do you hope to achieve if you are selected? 

NB.  If you are invited for an interview in November, you must bring a photocopy of your passport and the completed attached DS2019 questionnaire to the interview.

**********************************************************************************

For additional information, please contact any of the following project personnel:

Professor Stephen Batalden (stephen.batalden@asu.edu) 

ASU Project Director (REESC Director and ASU Professor of History)

Professor  Zdravko Grebo (zdravko@cps.edu.ba)

CIPS Director


Mr. David Brokaw (david.brokaw@asu.edu) 

ASU Project Co-Director and REESC Assistant Director

Ms. Taida Begic, J.D. (taida@cps.edu.ba)


CIPS Assistant Director and Facilitator, ASU-UNSA Educational Partnership

Full REESC address:


Russian and East European Studies Center


Arizona State University; Tempe, AZ  85287-4202; USA

Phone:
480-965-4188


Fax:
480-965-0310

Relevant Web sites:


http://www.asu.edu/clas/reesc/BiHForum.htm
Symposium web page


http://www.asu.edu



ASU home page


http://www.asu.edu/reesc


Russian & East European Studies Center


http://www.asu.edu/clas/religious studies/index.html







Department of Religious Studies


http://www.asu.edu/csrc/


Center for the Study of Religion & Conflict


http://www.asu.edu/clas



College of Liberal Arts and Sciences


http://www.asu.edu/catalog


on-line ASU catalogs


http://www.asu.edu/registrar/schedule/classes-main.html

list of classes offered by semester


Expectations for BH Participants Traveling to ASU for a Semester-in-Residence

1. BH participants will provide ASU representatives with necessary information in a timely manner to process visa requests, coordinate travel arrangements, and schedule attendance in ASU classes. BH participants will attend a pre-departure orientation in Sarajevo prior to travel to the U.S.  

2. BH participants will attend an initial university orientation upon arrival in Arizona.  The orientation will include issues of higher education in the U.S., the administrative structure and governance of ASU, and information about the Department of Religious Studies degree programs and courses.

3. BH participants will attend 3 regularly scheduled courses/seminars in the Department of Religious Studies and related areas. BH participants will be provided with a textbook allowance and will be expected to complete readings that are assigned in the courses.  Final course selections will be made during the initial university orientation in consultation with the ASU project directors and facilitators in the Department of Religious Studies.  For a list of courses and their descriptions, visit the ASU Website noted elsewhere in this application.

4. BH participants will attend a weekly seminar organized specifically for the ASU-UNSA linkage.  Seminars will cover pedagogical topics and topics relevant to the field of religious studies.

5. During the semester at ASU, BH participants will develop a comprehensive action plan for implementation upon their return to BH. The action plan will include at a minimum the development of two syllabi for courses that will be taught upon return to BH.

6. BH participants will meet, as appropriate, with ASU project facilitators during regularly scheduled office hours and by appointment as needed.

7. BH participants will have the opportunity to network with professional colleagues in religious studies and may, on occasion, give guest presentations/lectures.  

8. BH participants will be invited to participate in REESC-sponsored interdisciplinary activities and other University events.

I agree to the terms outlined above and wish to be considered for placement in the ASU semester-in-residence program conducted under the auspices of the ASU-UNSA educational partnership in comparative religious studies.

_________________________________
____________________

Signature




Date

Questionnaire to process DS2019 Form for US Visas

N. B.  Finalists must complete this form and submit it at the time of the scheduled interview.

1. Have you ever been to the United States under the Visitor Exchange Program: ___

If yes: From _______    to     __________ 

If yes, what category were you in (please circle the correct category):

student,  professor,  research scholar,  specialist,  short-term scholar

2. Please write your name as it appears on your passport:

Family Name:

First Name:

Middle Name:

3. Date of Birth (month/day/year):

4. Name of Town and Country of Birth:

5. What citizenship do you hold:

6. In what country are you a permanent resident:

7. Official Title/Position:

8. Your passport number and date of expiration

      9.   Do you have a U.S. social security number?


If yes, please provide that number to us.

